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Reading, Reflecting, and Thinking 

After you’ve completed your assigned reading, please answer the following questions. Take notes on this paper as you read and/or type your responses after you’ve finished reading. Bring your completed responses to class. You will choose five of these Active Reading assignments to include in your final e-portfolio. 

1. Where did you do this reading? (In your room? In the library? etc.) What time of day did you read this assignment? What about the time and place helped or hindered your reading experience? 

I did this reading on some break time at work. The time is currently 7am on a Saturday, and this is when I’m doing the reading as well. With my busy schedule it’s hard for me to find time so this makes it easier to do. Plus when I get away and I’m in the break room by myself its relaxing which helps me concentrate. 

2. How did you interact with the text? For example, did you take notes in the margins, underline/highlight important phrases, look up words, find topics you wanted to research, etc.? Or did you just read? (Perhaps you might think about what format the text was in. Was it paper or electronic? Do you think that the type of text influences how you read?)

I’m certainly not much of a note taker. I do the reading and try to grasp the concept or play it like a movie in my head but I have never actually taken notes on it (unless of course it was for school). The form of writing I’ve been reading is electronic because of have an ipad and its just more convenient but personally I’ve found written work to be a lot easier to read and I do think it can influence you in a way of making the writing a better read but it’s not a huge difference. 

3. What did you learn through reading this particular text? What links did you see between the author’s main contention and yourself as a writer?

The most impressive thing I learned from these texts is how difficult it can be to be a writer as a professional career. Also I realized that the way we were taught in elementary and middle school about writing many drafts before you come up with a final one is something that almost all professional writers do in their line of work. As for myself I could never just sit down and write a great story and be done. I’m constantly rereading everything I put on paper and that includes my shitty first draft all the way to my final draft. I remember back when I was younger I like to make up stories and write them down and I did the same things that these two writers do on a daily bases.






4. What questions do you have after reading this text? What aspects of this text do you want and/or need to explore more fully? What other topics does this piece make you wonder about?

As for these texts, I grasped what they were saying and agree completely with the authors. No one should be able to magically write an incredible first draft, it takes time, patience, and the ability to rewrite and reread your work to shape it into what you want it to be. And the only thing these works make me wonder about is how many drafts it took to create out more famous books in the world that are hundreds of pages long. Had to take forever.

5. What personal experiences can you relate to this text? 

Like I said earlier, I did enjoy coming up with works of fiction when I was a kid. And from the two articles, some of the points the authors were trying to express are things I did naturally back then. Like rereading and creating multiple drafts until I thought it was as good as it was going to get.

6. How may we focus class discussion based on this piece? You may find an interesting quote you wish to discuss further. You may also wish to discuss a concept in more depth. Or perhaps you are just flat out confused. Let’s talk about it. 

Well for class discussion we could have fun with these articles by telling times that we’ve used such methods of writing in our past, but truthfully most students were taught these exact concepts way early on in grade school and I read nothing I didn’t already know about writing. As for anything I found interesting there wasn’t much. I suppose the relationship between writers and suicides may be something to look into after reading these articles. 

