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	In the 2000 release of the movie X-Men there was much excitement in the air. With its great standings in the comic world beforehand and the fact that this was the first X-Men movie to be released it was a big deal. As the well-known movie critic, David Edelstein, put it “It's a rich, impressive comic-book fantasy -- easily the summer's best ‘blockbuster’.” This review which was written during the time period of when the movie came out is only a average some of what many critic reviews consisted of. X-Men had many aspects to it in which people could find relatable and enjoyable. One aspect that particularly stood out to me is the sense of discrimination that is found throughout the movie.
	The movie begins with a scene during World War 2, with a young boy and his parents being shuffled through the streets with gold stars on their clothing. Most people would be able to connect this with the people being Jews and the scene being the deportation of the Jewish to Concentration Camps (discrimination at one of its most horrific points in time). While the boy is being taken away from his parents he raises his hands out of desperation and the metal fence between them begins to shake and bend by itself, and so begins the era of the powerful mutants. The movie continues on with a scene of a teenage girl and her boyfriend, the girl having a power to harm those she touches, she accidentally gets too close to the boy and hurts him. The boy falls into a seizure, the girl freaks out, the parents come running in and see what’s going on and look at her with the kind of look that can kill, disgust, and the scene ends. Many scenes such as this take place throughout the movie, a mutant (a human who has gained a unique superpower due to the next genetic evolution of the human race) with a power uses it on accident and harms another power-less human. This is done to show the well-known fact of human fault. Yes they are stronger and have powers that normal humans do not but they are still humans and so, they do make mistakes. As will become a main occurrence in this review, human nature is shown repeatedly throughout X-Men. 
	As spoken of before, what would be the largest human nature aspect that is seen in this movie is discrimination. Truly a well written review by Erix Antoine best describes my point, he wrote “There are nice layers to this film; and Bryan Singer really had a handle on using the framework of a comic book adventure story to say something more important about society. This makes its points about intolerance and the unfair discrimination of minorities very well and without too heavy a hand”. And this is absolutely correct about this movie. From the very first seen mutants (the minority) are hated by almost all normal humans. They are given looks of disgust and sometimes fear when around normal people who realize what they are. The entire series continues on this theme and even gets to harsher degrees but for this essay the focus is on the first of its movies.
	Just the fact that mutants are a minority and are different from normal people makes normal people or at least most of them treat and see mutants as something completely different from themselves, then when the idea of power differences are mixed in the fear of mutants makes issues that would already be in occurrence (just like white people versus black people back in the time before Martin Luther King Jr. and German society versus Jewish people during WW2) to a higher degree. This intolerance of another people was not just one-sided though, there were mutants who thought of normal humans as insignificant beings and hated them just the same. So while during the movie X-Men normal people were trying to pass laws to make life harder for mutants and make them have to show themselves to the world there was also mutants, leading them was Magento, who were trying to turn/convert normal people into mutants, a process that could very well killed them. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Luckily what made this movie and plot better was the fact that it was not just one side verses another (mutants versus humans) there were the “superheroes”, the good mutants. Led by Charles Xavier, the good mutants that wanted peace and safety for the world were called the X-Men. What made life hard for these X-Men was the fact that they were pretty much being attacked by both sides of the fence, but nevertheless they did all they could to save lives, fix issues, and bring peace closer to the world. This is why they are the “heroes”, typical ideas and issues of human nature does not affect them, they do not discriminate between the two sides, and they stand apart as a beacon of hope for a world in the midst of the violence, intolerance, and fierce discrimination.   

